THE    SUNNYASSES

the usual langooti1 or slight band round the waist, con-
sisted of nothing but a very short jacket, covering the
shoulders and half of the arm, and a pair of drawers,
reaching nearly to the knee, both being made of an
open network, the meshes of which were an inch wide.

As the natives, so far from objecting to my being
present, encouraged me to come forward, I mounted the
scaffold, and stood close by to make sure there was no
deception practised. The hooks, which were formed
of highly polished steel, might be about the size of a
small shark-hook, but without any barb; the thickness
being rather less than a man's little finger. The points
of the hooks being extremely sharp, they were inserted
without lacerating the parts, and so adroitly, that not a
drop of blood flowed from the orifices; in fact, the
native, who appeared to suffer no pain, conversed
easily with those about him. I may add, as the con-
trary has often been reported, that there was not, on
this occasion at least, the slightest appearance of
intoxication. To each hook was attached a strong
cotton line, which, after certain ceremonies, was tied
to the extremity of the yard-arm, drawn to the scaffold
by ropes. As soon as the lines had been made fast,
the opposite end of the yard was again gradually pulled
down by men on the other side of the ring, and thus the
Sunnyass was raised fifty or sixty feet over the heads of
the admiring multitude, who all shouted as he ascended.

To show his perfect self-possession, he took from the
pouch tied round his waist handfuls of flowers, and,
occasionally, a single lime, which, with a merry counte-
nance and a cheerful voice, he jerked amidst the crowd.
Nothing could exceed the eagerness of the natives to
catch these holy relics; and, in order to give all of them
an equal chance, the men stationed at the lower end of
the yard walked with it round the ring, so as to bring
the swinger successively over the different parts of the

1 [Hind, langoti, a loin-cloth.]

163